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SUBJECT: NEW APPOINTMENT TO MILITARY COMMITTEE OF 
NATO 

REF: BONN 16286 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE ERG HAS APPOINTED REAR ADMIRAL 
HERBERT TREBESCH AS ITS REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE OP NATO. HE SUCCEEDS LT. GENERAL 
GUENTHER RALL, WHO WAS PORCED TO RETIRE BECAUSE OP AN 
UNAUTHORIZED VISIT TO SOUTH APRICA (BONN 16286). 
CURRENTLY CHIEP OP THE POLITICAL-MILITARY SECTION OF 
THE PEDERAL MINISTRY OP DEPENSE, (PMOD), TREBESCH 
HAS ALSO SERVED AS MILITARY ATTACHE IN WASHINGTON. 
INTELLIGENT AND WELL- VERSED IN NATO AFPAIRS, HE 
SHOULD BE A DISTINCT ASSET TO THE MILITARY COMMITTEE. 
END SUMMARY 

1 . APPRAISAL: ADMIRAL TREBESCH IS VERY COMPETENT 
AND VERY INTELLIGENT. HE UNDERSTANDS U.S. METHODS 
OP THINKING AND ACTION, AND HAS WON THE PROFESSIONAL 
AND PERSONAL RESPECT OP THOSE AMERICANS WHO HAVE 
HAD TO DEAL WITH HIM. ADMIRAL TREBESCH IS AN ABLE 
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SAME TIME UNDERSTANDING THE POSITION AND SENSITIVENESS 
OE OTHER GOVERNMENTS. SPEAKING EXCELLENT ENGLISH, 

HE IS REPUTED ALSO TO BE ELUENT IN ITALIAN AND 
SPANISH AND TO KNOW SOME ERENCH. HIS WIDE BACKGROUND 
IN POLITICAL MILITARY AEEAIRS MADE HIM A NATURAL 
CHOICE EOR THE POSITION OP ERG REPRESENTATIVE ON THE 
MILITARY COMMITTEE OP NATO. 

2. COMMENT: SINCE TREBESCH IS EXPECTED TO BE 
REPLACED BY AN ARMY GENERAL, HIS MOVE TO BRUSSELS WILL 
BREAK UP A NAVAL DOMINANCE IN THE BROAD POLITICAL- 
MILITARY PIELD. CURRENTLY THREE ADMIRALS DOMINATE 
THIS SCENE IN THE PMOD: ZIMMERMANN AS . INSPECTOR 
GENERAL OP THE BUNDESWEHR (EQUIVALENT TO OUR CHAIRMAN 
OP THE JOINT CHIEFS), STEINHAUS AS DIRECTOR OP LONG 
RANGE PLANNING, AND TREBESCH AS HEAD OP THE EQUIVALENT 
OP ISA. 

3. BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS: ADMIRAL TREBESCH WAS BORN 
NOVEMBER 7, 1915 IN HAMBURG. HE ENLISTED IN THE 
GERMAN NAVY IN 1935 WHERE HE SERVED UNTIL THE END 
OP THE WAR REACHING THE RANK OF LIEUTENANT. FROM 
1952 TO 1957, HE SERVED IN THE GERMAN EMBASSY IN 
BUENOS AIRES AND THE GERMAN CONSULATE IN CALI, 

COLUMBIA. 

4. TREBESCH ENTERED THE BUNDESWEHR IN 1957 WITH THE 
RANK OP LT. COMMANDER. PROM 1957 TO 1960, HE SERVED 
ON THE NAVY STAPF IN BONN. ASSIGNED TO ROME, HE 
SERVED AS NAVAL ATTACHE THERE UNTIL MID- 1963. HE THEN 
RETURNED TO BONN WHERE HE SERVED AS CHAIRMAN OP THE 
JOINT STATE EOR POL/MIL MATTERS UNTIL JANUARY OP 

1966. AT THAT TIME HE BECAME ADJUTANT TO MINISTERS 
OP DEPENSE VON HASSEL AND SCHROEDER. PROM OCTOBER 
OP 1968 TO MARCH OP 1971, HE SERVED AS THE ERG'S 
DEPENSE ATTACHE IN WASHINGTON. SINCE APRIL OP 1971, 

HE HAS BEEN HEAD OP THE PMOD'S EQUIVALENT OF ISA. 

NAMED REAR ADMIRAL IN 1968 (L.H.) AND 1971 (U.H.), 

HE WILL BE PROMOTED TO THE RANK OF VICE-ADMIRAL WHEN 
HE TAKES UP HIS NEW POSITION IN NATO. 
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5. POST SCRIPTUM: THOSE WHO MEET ADMIRAL TREBESCH 
EOR THE PIRST TIME ARE APT TO BE MESMERIZED BY HIS 
WELL- WAXED EYEBROWS, WHICH ARE SURELY THE LONGEST 
AND MOST LUXURIANT IN THE ENTIRE GERMAN NAVY. 
HILLENBRAND 
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